JOUHIROL = U, 5. CEPIGIALS OMLE 1A

N

RDP82T487RoD -8
25X1A 5T e No. ;
COUNTRY  Tivlochine/Siam -CO'N'FIIB-ENML DATE DISTR, 12 MAY 1949
SUBJECT  Foreilgn Trade of Viet Nams NO. OF PAGES 2
Udon-Nghe An Province Trade Route .
DATE CF IN SUPPLEMENT TO @'\5\
REPORT NO.

25X1X

1.  Trade betwesn the province of Nghe-An (Annam)* and Siam via Lazos and Udon
has been very flourishing during the past few months » the dry season in
that area. The arrival of the rainy season will lessen this traffic con-
giderably. The Viet Minh attempts to gain as much as pogsible through
thig traffic.wx

2o The trip from Udon to Vinh (province of Nghe-An) takes around 15 days.
The return trip requires about the same length of time. Travellers
uspally remain around one month in Vinh.

3»  The Viel Minh recently created a special commitiee which deals golely with
vompercial matbers. Most of the travellers that use the Udon-Nghe~-An route
are werely traders, chosen and designated by the special committee of the
Tiet linh to deal in commerce. .

ho  Medicines, particularly pemicillin, ave the principal products transported
iabo Viet Naw. The main Vietnamese export along this route is opium, usually
in the form of morphine because raw opium is too heavy and voluminous for the
trip. Formerly, gold was also transported but it has been recantly noted that
zold is more expensive in Indochine and the shipment of gold from Viet Nam to
Siam has ceased. Each traveller slong the route can usually earry around 20
kilos. The trip is made on fool, usually in groups of from 5 to 10.

5.  Along the Udonmrlgﬁa—An route there are also "troupes de fantomes" who engage
in syms trafflc. These groups usuvally range from L0-80 men in mutber and
Troguently engage in battles with French troops in the course of their %rip.

6. Poliftical missions, both Viet Minh ard foraign (for example Burmese, Laotian)
use the Udon-lghe-An roube. s

JCemeent: Nghe-An province is the center of interzons £, The
Vietnamese commander in this area is Nguyen Son, former commander in
Gnang Ngai province. Nghe-An i3 also importard, 2 a center for trade
hetween South China and Viet Nam.
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hington Comment. S0 2251h discussed trade betwsen Scubh Chinz and

Han and ths importance of Nghe-An provinee in this traffic.

ource Comment. There is also & route in use between Ubom Siam and

wang Ngal. This route is used 22inly in the movement of troops, arms,
A pelitical missions. Becanse the Quang Ngai area is nob as rich as
ternove # (Nghe-An province area), there is not the extent of trade
n the cage of the Udon-Nghe-An route.
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